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San Diego Public Library

Summer 2002

he 34" branch of the San Diego Public Library
opened its doors to the public with great fanfare
Saturday, July 20. Before the ceremonies began,
members of the San Diego Junior Theater sang selections
from their most recent production. Mayor Dick Murphy
and Councilmembers Toni Atkins, Donna Frye and Jim
Madaffer, accompanied by local residents and children,

many of whom were dressed as their

(Grand Opening - Mission Valley Bramch Librowy

where native California sycamore frees and wild river
plants thrive. The Sycamore Leaf Canopy, which won
an AIA award for “Best Divine Detail,” features leaf-
patterned steel panels atop the eight tree-form columns
which support the roof. The Sycamore Leaf Cascade,
with its iridescent, blue-and-green color-edged, acrylic
leaves, hangs shimmering from the skylight in Natasha's
Reading Room, designed for the youngest children as a
memorial space for a lost child. The stair and balcony
artwork, Railing of Wild River Grasses, is composed of
glass panels etfched with indigenous riparian plants. Also
conveying the look and feel of the river are the gentle
curve of the floor plan, the sand and pebble footpath
leading to the enfrance and circulation desk, and the
curving stainless steel sheets that link to form the exterior
facade of the building. Between the library and its retail
neighbor is a sheltered garden with its own reflecting
stream meandering toward the river, providing a franquil
place to read or just relax on a bench.

favorite book characters, arrived on the
frolley. Clifford the Big Red Dog and the
Cat in the Hat led them all to the library.
At 10:00 a.m. the officials spoke briefly;
the Mayor donned his Harry Potter
costume and cut the ribbon; and the
excited crowd eagerly entered.

The building is elegant and inviting.
Architect Richard Blackman’s design,
which was awarded “Best Institutional
Design” by the San Diego chapter of the
American Institute of Architects (AIA),
honors Mission Valley’s agrarian past with a vaulted metal
roof, reminiscent of a dairy barn. It rises to 35 feet
preventing the building from being overwhelmed by its
larger commercial neighbors in the Fenton Marketplace
shopping center. Art installations by Joyce Cutler-Shaw
reflect the library’s location near the San Diego River

The 19,760-square-foot library, on
a 2-acre site, houses 70,000 mate-
rials and has state-of-the-art
tfechnology. Its most innovative
feature, however, is long operating
hours — 10:00 a.m. tfo 10:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. Saturday, and 2:00 to
10:00 p.m. Sunday — to serve
students and working people who
cannot visit during the day. The library includes a
children’s reading room, meetfing and seminar
rooms, a computer lab, audiovisual collections,
and a Friends’ of the Library store. A mezzanine
floor has a carousel-shaped balcony where library
pafrons can step outside to read or enjoy the view.
The glass top of the clock tower at the front
of the building, which will be visible from the
Highway 805 overpass and from Interstate 8,
will display four different colors — one every
15 minutes. This architectural feature is certain o
become a landmark to trolley commuters who get off at
the Fenton Marketplace stop.

Mission Valley Branch Library
2123 Fenton Parkway (West Side of Ikea)
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1 A Message from the Director

On the home page of the City of San Diego web site is a
photograph of Mayor Dick Murphy. Under his name are the
words “A City Worthy of Our Affection.” In December 2000,
the Mayor embarked on a bold agenda of 10 goals to
ensure that the City of San Diego is still worthy of our affec-
fion in the year 2020. One of those goals was to Build a
Library System That Will Serve the Needs of All San Diegans.
True to this vision, the Mayor and City Council have made
significant progress toward reaching that goal.

These are exciting times for San Diego Public Library!
Libraries across the nation have been experiencing a boom
in construction and renovation in recent years. Contrary to
popular thought, new and expanded libraries have been
confinuing to open even though a growing number of peo-
ple can access the Internet from home and visit libraries
electronically. Now, thanks to the enlightened leadership of
our elected officials, San Diego has joined that movement.
On July 30, at a special meeting held at San Diego State
University, the Mayor and City Council unanimously voted
“yes” for a $303 million, 10-year plan fo build a new Main
Library and 12 new branches as well as expand 10 existing
branch libraries, nearly doubling the square footage of
municipal libraries in San Diego.

On May 20, prior to the decision to implement the library
plan, the Mayor and City Council unanimously approved the
proposed Library Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2003,
which included second year funding of the Library
Ordinance. This $4.2 million increase is very positive for the
Library and will fund:

» Staffing and support for the new
Mission Valley Branch Library

» S1 million to address deferred maintenance
needs of library facilities

» Librarian Il and Library Assistant positions for the
Small Business Resource Center which had
been grant-funded

These decisions confirm the City’'s commitment fo the
importance of libraries as sources of information and
knowledge and as centers for civic activity in San Diego
communities. This fall the Council will vote on a financing
plan for the projects. As a July 12 San Diego Union-Tribune
editorial stated, "It is hard to imagine a more worthy civic
endeavor for the information age.”

Annav Tatowr

Library Matching
Book Fund

Every confribution to the
Library Matching Book Fund
is matched dollar for dollar by
the City of San Diego! Here is
how it works...a donor gives
money to Central Library, a
branch library or the library system.
The conftribufion is matched 100%,
with 60% of the match going to the locao-
tion(s) indicated by the donor. The other
50% is placed in a fund for libraries that
rarely receive donations. This win-win
situation results in more new books and
materials for our libraries. To contribute to
the Matching Book Fund, mail your
donation to the address listed below.
Call (619) 236-5849 if you wish to use a
credit card.

Development Office

San Diego Public Library
820 E Street

San Diego, California 92101
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For Central Library events call
(619) 236-5800

For local events call
individual Branch Libraries

or

Visit us at
www.sandiego.gov/
public-library/news-events/

Check Us Out is a quarterly publication
of San Diego Public Library

Library Director, Anna Tatdar
Editor, Arian Collins

For information, call (619) 236-5848
Visit us af www.sandiego.gov/public-library/

Central Library 820 E. Street, San Diego, CA 92101




Briefly Noted...

[Cify TV 24 is planning an ongoing series of art-oriented inter-
view programs hosted by Visual Arts Librarian Mark-Elliot
Lugo. The first in the series is an interview of artist Herbert
Olds on June 14 at the Taylor Pacific Beach Branch Library
where his works
were on exhibit.
Additional footage
was shot in Olds’
studio. The inter-
view aqired on
Cable Channel 24
in July. This series will
bring major expo-
sure to the library
visual arts pro-

gram, as each  photo by C. Cli‘fford, Left to right: Barbara Walbridge,
interview  will qir Herbert Olds and Mark-Elliott Lugo
many times.

Rancho Penasquitos Branch Library will celebrate its 10™
anniversary in October. In preparation for the event, local
Boy Scout Troop 648 repotted 12 large entryway palm frees
as a National Youth Service Day project. A $300 grant,
provided by SAVY
(Students Actively
Volunteering for
You) to purchase
new pots, made
the project possi-
ble. A great fime
was had by the
15 scouts who
participated.

Erma Taylor O’Brien passed away April 11 at the age of 90.
In 1987, Mrs. O’Brien and her brother Vernon Taylor donated
money to build the Earl and Birdie Taylor Pacific Beach
Branch Library, named in honor of their parents.

As part of the Steinbeck
Centennial Project, spon-
sored by the National
Endowment for the Huma-
nities, the San Diego Public
Library hosted a book discus-
sion at Central Library led by
Professor Jackson Benson,
speaking about his book,
“John Steinbeck”, a collec-
fion of unpublished travel writing, war front dispatches,
political essays and manuscripts which frace Steinbeck’s
30-year career in journalism.

Library staff honored...in July, Judy Valadez, Library Clerk \
at the Rancho Penasquitos Branch Library, and Ann Skains,
Senior Clerk in the Library Business Office, were named
Employees of the Quarter....Judy for her hard work and
strong customer service ethic and Ann for creating an
atmosphere of cooperation and teamwork.

Traditional Native American
Dances performed by
Eric Runningpath were
enjoyed by 498 people at
the opening event of the
Summer Reading Program
at the James P Beckwourth
Branch Library on June 18.

Best Of San Diego (www.bestof.com) featured San Diego
Libraries in their July BestOf Education Directory. Balboa,
Carmel Mountain Ranch, Carmel Valley, Clairemont,
La Jolla/Florence Riford, Mira Mesa, Rancho Bernardo and
Rancho Penasquitos branch libraries all made the list.

Free Yoga Classes, at
Otay Mesa Branch
Library, taught by
Ausberto Cisneros of
the Universal Great

Brotherhood, have
been so popular
that fwo sessions

are now scheduled
each week. Tuesday
evening classes will
be taught in Spanish;
Thursday classes in
English.

Bill Sannwald, Library Design and Development Manager,
was feafured in the August 5,
2002, San Diego Union-Tribune,
Biobytes column. His favorite web
sites? City of San Diego Public
Library at www.sandiego.gov/
public-library; Online Computer
Library Center, www.oclc.org/
home; San Diego State University,
www.sdsu.edu; and Official Site
of the San Diego Padres,
www.padres.com.
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Donory
Anonymous (3)
Amir Afzal
Liping Ai
Mr. and Mrs. Brock S. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Craig R. Allen
Mrs. Gretchen Allen
Herb Allen
Ms. R.S. Alonso
BP Foundation, Inc.
George Bailey
Susan H. Barnes
Michael and Sharla Barry
Dr. Mary Bear
Jeanne Bergstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Giovanni Bertussi
Judith A. Biggs
David and Edita Bilak
John L. Boackle, Jr.
Peter R Bocko
William Boling
David Brink
Virginia M. Brust

Kathleen C. Bucher &
Peter G. Wolynes

M. Elizabeth Buck
Michelle L. Burrascano
Marie Callaway
Karen Cangialosi
William Carillo
Rowena Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Casey
Carla Castille
Angie Chan-Geiger
Carolyn Chin
Lisa Churchill-Roth
Mrs. Mary R. Clarkin
Richard and Rosellen Cline
Steve Corwin
Karen S. Crawford
Jonathan W. Crick
Janice Cullen
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Dalessio
Mr. and Mrs. Russell A. Davis, Jr.
Anna Der Parseghian
Paula P Desow
Charles M. Dexter
Elaine H. Dillon
Mr. and Mrs. Gary S. Doran
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Dore
Michael and Regina Dowd
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Dunham
Kari Embree

Corinne D. Engbrenghof &
Lewis C. Engbrenghof

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Engel

Donory

The San Diego Public Library wishes to thank the following donors for their support for the
Library system during December 2001, January, February, March and April 2002.

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Epsten
Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Estes
Mr. and Mrs. Morey Feldman

Jami Ferrara
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Fisher
Vicki Fleming
Gertrude B. Fletcher

Dr. J. Lynn Foust &
Susan K. Wells

Joanne E. Franklin
Janice Fulcomer
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Gehami
Mr. Juris Gieskes
MariJo Gleeson
Evelyn W. Goldman
Dr. Deborah L. Goldsmith
Ann Graham
Kathleen L. Grauer
John Gregory
Griffin Ace Hardware

Dr. Kenneth G. Gross &
Dr. Leslie Mark

Jake and Jennifer Gusman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hammond
Dorothy A. Hampton
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph B. Hanna
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Hatch
Gertrude J. Helmstetter
Larry and Pat Hinck
Karen Hiser
Nancy Hoban
Ellen Holcomb
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Hollander
Connie Holm
Handy Horiye

Nancy Houser &
Kenneth L. Sauder

Gloria Hurst
Anita and Kevin Irlen
Ron Jacobs
Mary T. Johnston
Diane Jolley
Dr. Marilyn C. Jones
Frank B. Julian, Jr.

Mrs. Verdery D. Kassebaum
Katharine K. Keach
Alexander Kelley
Josephine A. Kiernan
Marian S. Klein
James D. Koncz
Mark A. Landguth
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Langhoff
Rev. Thomas B. Larkin, Jr.
Irma Latzusch
PJ. Ledden
Karen C. Lewis

Betsy Linta
Michael Linton
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Luce
Kate Lynch
Fiona E. Maguire
William R. Martin
Helen M. Mazepink

Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. McAnlis

Fielding M. McGehee, Ill &
Rebecca E. Moore

Jocelyn McGrath
Margaret R. McKnight
Mrs. Christa M. McReynolds
Linda and Michael McRory
Mrs. Gifford D. Menard
Mr. and Mrs. Ulrich Merten
A. Richard Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Erik S. Miller
John A. Mitchell
Joseph Mitchell
Frances Moan
Patricia Mogavero
Clita D. Montiel
Theresa L. Morley
Dr. Robert F. Morrison
Maxine Moser
Vincent R. Munar

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin V. Munnelly

Peter R. Munson
Eleanor Murillo

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Muschek

Nicholas Nassir
Karen Ness
Philip Nordhues
Edgar A. Northrup
Carlye Nystrom
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. O'Toole
Mrs. Doraine B. Offerman
Flavella G. Orton
James H. Patterson
Olney N. Pafterson
Madeleine Picciotto
Susan J. Pickett

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Plachta

Roy and Ruth Potter
Mrs. Ruth Poftts
Capt. Robert E. Pray

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Pruyn

Cindy Reh

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Rehmar

Jane Rhodes
Maurice W. Ring
Bonnie Jo Ripley

Dr. and Mrs. Harry L. Roberts

Diane Roland
Jose Romero, M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. David J. Rotter
June Rudolph
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrard Salomon
Ron Sataloff,
World Features Syndicate, Inc.
Patricia A. Saville
Doris Schreffler
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Seltzer
Marie B. Sherwood
Robert Sienkiewicz
Sidney R. Silverman
Robert A. Slack
Dr. David Smith
Pamela Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Steel

Mrs. Sharon E. Steiner &
Mr. Fredrick Steiner

Ann E. Stephens
Arockia S. Sunder
Christopher and Yolanda Swalwell
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin M. Sweet
Eric N. Thai

Benjamin W. Thoron &
Paftricia L. Saraniero

Richard Townsend
CDR and Mrs. Robert F Turney
Marjorie Ulloa
Betty Upham Gouraud
Karen Valentino
Mary Vasudeva
Vulcan Materials Co.
Mr. and Mrs. Winfield J. Wagner
Patricia E. Warren
Frances W. Watson
George Weida
Matthew B. Wells
Jack R. Winans
Kevin C. Wolther

The Honorable &
Mrs. Douglas Woodworth

Richard Zamora
Dolores C. Zeigler
Gordie Zimm
Mr. and Mrs. Leland R. Zimmerman
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Zweifach

Libvawry Lovers
Anonymous (3)
R. W. Alderson
Sue Ambort
Maria Anaya-Summers
Alyce and Michael Archuleta
Mrs. Linda Artiaga
Arlene S. Baker
Bank of America Foundation




Nathan D. Banks
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Becker
Madonna Bentz
Mrs. Karlene K. Bergold
Barbara J. Betts
Robert J. Biggs
Tyler A. Blik
Mr. and Mrs. James Boelens
Dr.and Mrs. Allan D. Bokser
Renee U. Bonner
Dr. George F. Boone
James L. Bowers
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Bragunier
Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Bray
Robert Breitbard
Irmna J. Brooks
Kirby L. Browns
Libby A. Brundage
Mr. and Mrs. Carmine J. Bua
Marie F. Buckey
James F. Burke
Lynne Bush & Cynthia Robinson
Marion L. Buzzard
Jonathan Caceres
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Camphuis
William Cairillo
Iris Carlson
Mary Elizabeth Carrillo
Nancy Carter
Gale L. Chan
Shirley M. Chervin
Heather Chisholm-Chait
Mrs. Mary R. Clarkin
Nat and Ruth Cohen
Nancy E. Coleman
Dr. Alan J. Conrad
Mr. and Mrs. David Cooksy
Mr. and Mrs. Loch David Crane
Judith M. Crowley
Mr and Mrs. Lew Cunningham
Cheri and Michael Curtis
Laurie Davis
Dr.and Mrs. Paul B. Dean
Mr. and Mrs. H. Theo Dohrman
Margaret C. Drummy
Heather L. Duryea
Jordan M. Einbinder &
Danielle Hommerman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Eppley
Mr. and Mrs. Dan F. Epstein

Jill H. Fellmeth
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Fisch

Samuel S. Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Fogg
Julie Anna Foster
Walter N. Freeman

Librawvy Donovs SHE TN AL

Dr. Sherley Freudenberger
Mrs. Lois Furr
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Garrison
Mr. and Mrs. George R. Goddard

Kristina F. Goerke
(Quest Diagnostics)

Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Green
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred W. Hales
Wendy K. Hancock
Mr. and Mrs. Craig D. Harms
Mrs. Marion Harrington
Steven J. Harrison
Susan Hathaway
Mr. and Mrs. Walter D. Heiberg
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Henderson
William G. Henderson
Candace L. Henson
Eleanor M. Herberg
Dorothy Hill & Marilyn J. Ellis
Johan Hill
Ellen Holcomb
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Hughes
Chien-Hui Hung
Rebecca J. Irwin
Nora T. Jaffe
Adrian M. Jaffer, M.D.
Jewish Community Foundation
David S. Johnson
Madeleine Kempton
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kettenburg
Mrs. Beverly B. Kluger
Nancy C. Kohutek
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Kruest
La Jolla Woman’s Club
Dr. Michael La Mar
Mark Laffoon & Maya Binun
Michele Lagoy
Pauline Lee
Thomas Leech and Associates
Susan R. Lehman
Mei Li
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Lipman
Jimmy Lovett
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Lovett
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Luce
Allethe MacDonald
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Madden
Helen D. Malone
Thelma Martinez
Alice B. McCauley
Sara J. McClenahan
Cecil W. McFarland
Jim and Mary McNaughton
The Estate of Arcola C. Williams
Marianne Mencel
Mr. and Mrs. Lioyd Merwin

Mira Mesa Golden Friends
Monday Book Club
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Moody
Beverly C. Muchnic
llana Mysior &

William de Malignon
Kathryn Neal, Neal & Associates
Dr. John M. Newsam
Loi Tai Sham Ng
John W. Noerenberg, I
John H. Norris
Nancy A. O’Leary
Melvin and Amy Okamura
Calvin Y. Onaka
Manuel & Norma Oncina
Barbara Oswalt
Robert E. Parks
Benjamin Parzen
Joan P Paulson
Mary Peccolo
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Plachta
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Prutow
Rod Puseman
Miss Margaret Racz
Wanda Ramser
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rathbun
Nancy Ritt
Esther L. Robb
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Rockstein
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rosenblatt
Dorothy S. Rudd
Christine L. Rus
Louise Russell
James G. Salter
The San Diego Woman's Club
John A.Saunders
Pafty Schreibman & Ron Radcliff
David Schubert
Erin Scoftt
Scripps Mesa Garden Club
Linda J. Seifert
Marjorie Seifert-Root
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin L. Selzer
Bernice Sender
Michael Sefili
Tracy B. Shaw
Mrs. Helen T. Siever
Howard Silberman
Helen B. Skrfich
George and Mary Soete
Harry J. Sowards
Linda Stadelli
Dr. Raymond G. Starr
Fern M. Steiner
Jean M. Stephens

Barbara Ann Stevenson
Cheryl Stewart
Kathleen Stremlau
H. Eugene Swantz, Jr.

Carter Quincy Taffe &
Kristen Jepsen

Edward M. Taylor
Phoebe S. Telser
Tierrasanta Woman's Club
Leroy Tomlinson
Lisa Torres
Mrs. Rose Marie True
Miki Tsuneyoshi
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Twyman
Patsy and Clarence E. Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. Albert E. Walkoe
Carey Gail Wall
Mr. and Mrs. Myron D. Walter
Lilin Wang
Pitt and Virginia Warner
Karen L. Watterson
Mr. and Mrs. H. Warren Whidbee
Dr. Gail M. White
Will Bee A Quiilter Guild
Gregory Winston
Lois Wittner
James A. Womack
Jeffrey Wynne
Carolyn Young
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Young
Carole L. Ziegler

Librowy Literaty
Anonymous
Lee H. Bowlus
Stephen R. Cast
Kent Cross
Delta Kappa Gamma Society,
Eta Chi Chapter
Dr. Afia Dil
Robin A. Dillard
Charles H. Elster &
Myrna Zambrano
Tom Jensen
Sharon Joe
Susan E. Kephart
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Kruest
La Jolla Newcomer’s Club, Inc.
MADCAPS, Inc.
Harry E. Mead, Jr.
Betty Lou Moler
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel T. O’Connor
Katherine V. Ponganis
Scripps Ranch Civic Association
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Library Lions
Beth Callender
Mrs. Mary Dilligan
Kathleen M. Griffin
Victoria A. Linkey

Mountain Health and
Community Services

Point Loma Rotary Club
San Diego Fly Fishers Club

Steven H. and Alida Brill Scheuer
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Seegmiller

Libvawry Laweates
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Carter
City Heights Recreation Council
Continental Homes

Charles C. and Sue K.
Edwards Foundation

Escala Mission City
Reuben H. Fleet
Foundation Fund

Catherine Greene

The San Diego Foundation’s
Hervey Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Jacoway

The La Jolla Town
Council Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. F. Dale Marriott
Margaret L. Radoff
Shea Homes
Vulcan Materials Co.

Tribute Gifty
Donors listed here include
those who have made a gift
of $50 or more as a tribute
or memoriam

Charles H. Elster &
Myrna Zambrano,
in memory of Solomon
Rosenbaum

Friends of Central Library,
in honor of Helga Moore

Friends of Rancho Penasquitos
Branch Library, in memory of
Sharon Greenamyer

Friends of San Diego Public
Library, in memory of
Ralph Bennett

Friends of San Diego Public
Library, in memory of Sol
Rosenbaum

Karen Gil, Eugene and
Lucy Capuozzo, in memory of
Walter Shaunessy

DeFalco Family Foundation

David B. Kimball, in memory
of Linda Kimball

Mr. and Mrs. John Lightner, in
memory of Sally Bennett

Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. (Tony)
McCune, in memory of
Sally Farthing

Kay P McElrath, in memory of
Laura Sweeney

Arthur Ollman, in honor of
Leah Ollman

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin C. Pritchard,
in honor of Ann Spring, Librarian

Eleanor E. Stanley, in memory of
Jeffery M. Cox

Mr. and Mrs. Marc J. Swartz,
in memory of Ernest &
Dorothy Jordan

And o big thank yow to- all of our Friends’ Groups!

For information on becoming a Library League member, please call (619) 238-6615.

Hall of Famer Ozzie Smithv Featwred
o SABR Baseball Cawd

The San Diego Ted Williams Society for
American Baseball Research (SABR)
Chapter unveiled its inaugural baseball
card, featuring legendary shortstop
Ozzie Smith and the San Diego SABR
Baseball Research Center at a June 20
news conference at the Central
Library. The high-quality glossy card,
printed by The Upper Deck Company
of Carlsbad, features a full-length color
portrait of Smith and a narrative about
him and the Baseball Research Center.

The Ozzie Smith card was distributed throughout the
San Diego Public Library system as part of the summer
campaign, ‘Join the Major Leagues @ your library. The
American Library Association and Major League

Library Director Anna Tatéar
and Ozzie Smith.

Baseball designed this program, which
helps people build information literacy
skills by using print and online resources
tfo answer contest questions about
baseball.

In the year 2000, San Diego SABR and
the San Diego Public Library entered
info a partnership creating the San
Diego SABR Baseball Research Center.
They are working toward building one
of the most comprehensive centers in

the world. According to Ozzie Smith, “This
Baseball Research Center is a magnificent...way to
provide access to those who are interested in base-
ball resources that previously were not available to
the public in this part of the country.”
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ENTRAL LIBRARY
M SAN DIEGO JOURNALIST....

r for the San Diego Union-Tribune, recently sent the following letter fo
mending Central Library staff.

Dear Anna:

I've been meaning to write you to say how incredibly useful the
Central Library (and its staff) have been to me in recent months.
Virtually every week, when I'm working up a story, | find it necessary
to call up and run over to E Street and get a book or look at a
document that’s available nowhere else with as little effort and

as much access.

| needed a bio of Gene Klein when | was doing a story on Alex
Spanos. You had it. When | was going to Springfield, Mass., to cover
the opening of Dr. Seuss National Memorial, | needed a guidebook
and you had it. You had a copy of the 1964 feasibility report on what
is now Qualcomm Stadium (the city clerk’s office, manager’s office
etc. could only find a page from one of the appendices). You had
a first-edition copy of Charles Dudley Warner’s 1891 “Our Italy”
tfravelogue on Southern California. You had the New York City —
history video series from PBS. You have all the back census records.
And all the material Rick Crawford has had catalogued on Balboa
Park will prove very useful as stories about the park come up.

Numerous times of the day, | have to access the Internet and look
up something current. But when it comes to historical information,
particularly something strictly about San Diego, only you or the
San Diego Historical Society archives are likely to have it.

| can’t wait until the California Room becomes the California Floor in
the new library and all the material buried in the subbasement can
be lodged within reach. The public will find out what the rest of us
have known all along — that you are the best and have the most!

Until then, I'll remain forever grateful that when | call, your wonderful,
cheerful, resourceful librarians and staff are there with the answers,
or at least the roadmap for where to find them. Thank you and them
for being there when | need you. You're the 911 of the information
superhighway.
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Longtime San Diego- Public Librovy Staff Retive

After 41 vyears with San Diego Public Library,
Helga Moore, Deputy Director of the Central Library
and Technical Services Division, has retired. Helga first
came to the library in 1960 as an Exchange Librarian
from Norway. She had a very distinguished career
making significant contributions in many areas,
including job assignments in each of the three
divisions in the department. Thanks to Helga’s
leadership, professionalissm and dedication, new
levels of library service were achieved during her
tenure. The Friends of Central Library have made a
donation in her honor to purchase books for the
Wangenheim Room collections.

In May, Evelyn Kooperman retired aofter 30 years.
She joined the staff in 1972 as a Reference Librarian in
Central Library’s History Section. From 1978 to 1988 she
served as Music Librarian in the Art and Music Section
managing the music collection and coordinating the
chamber music series. In her last assignment,
Evelyn worked in the Literature Section, where
she developed much of the section’s nonfiction

collection. As the author of "San Diego Trivia” and
“San Diego Trivia 2”, Evelyn was frequently invited to
give talks on San Diego, writing, and library resources
to groups throughout San Diego County.

Helga and Evelyn will be greatly missed by their
many friends and admirers. Those who worked with
them offer a sincere “Thank You” for their years of
dedicated service and wish them a happy and
healthy retirement.
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This information is available in alternative formats upon request.





